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Some background about Italy/Albania migration agreement — signed in November 2023, the MoU has been
validated by Parliaments of both countries. Under the deal, Italy will set up two centres, under IT jurisdiction and with
IT staff only. On 9 October 2024 Mol officially inaugurated the opening of the centre in Gjader (Albania). The centres
have the capacity to manage up to 39,000 migrants per year. It should be noted that the agreement does not limit
access to asylum as all claims are processed by the Italian authorities with an additional safeguard of UNHCR
monitoring access to asylum procedures — its representatives are present both during the pre-screening procedures
at sea and in the reception centre in Albania. IOM is also present on board of the ship providing support in medical
screening. IT has addressed Frontex to understand if it could provide any type of support to the implementation of
the Italian activities in Albania, but after consultation with COM, the Agency confirmed that the activities are outside
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